
Another term has passed us by in the blink of an eye.  

The New Zealand curriculum is continually brought to life across our school with colourful and out of the box thinking by 
our team of teachers to engage our students on all levels. This kind of thinking by our staff along with the engagement 
of the students has and continues to shine through.  The measurement of this was evident with a number of curriculum 
reports presented over the past couple of board meetings. Many thanks to the teachers for taking the time to share 
these reports with the BOT. 

Stuart Bennett has delivered reports on the numeracy and literacy testing and more recently he shared how the students 
are tracking towards the National Standards targets for the end of the year. These were very pleasing results to see and 
are a reflection of the hard work that our students and teachers have put in over the first two terms of the year. 

We are lucky here at Omata to have some very talented parents who have come on board with the staff to help develop the rich topic for 
the term, being the orchard project. The opportunity that the orchard rich topic has created is for the children to be engaged on many 
different levels no matter what their style of learning.  It is creating a depth of learning and knowledge for our kids that is difficult to find in 
other methods of education.  The learning from this project will be drawn on in many different aspects of our children’s education for years 
to come. 

My sincere thanks to all who have given their time and passion to help in all our children's  
education. 

Safe holidays and kind regards 
Hamish Logan
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What’s on Top? 

A very busy term has come to an end and I 
know the children and teachers are all looking 
forward to a well deserved break.  

Inter-school sports, the marae visit and 
whãnau lunch are just a few of the highlights 
that have taken place this term.  The orchard 
rich topic has been wonderful in providing an 
authentic learning context that the children 
have really embraced. Not only will the plants 
continue to grow for years to come, but so will 
the learning associated with this orchard. A 
huge thank you to Bena and our team of 
parents and teachers who have worked 
tirelessly to make this happen. 

I’ve enjoyed my time filling in for Karen while 
she  has been on sabbatical and I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank everyone for 
their support over the last term.  

Sitting in the principal’s chair has allowed me 
the opportunity to gain a much better 
understanding of what it is that makes our 
school, the “Best little school in the West”. 

A number of factors stand out for me.  
Firstly, it’s the people! It’s the parents, 
teachers, children, management, BOT and the 
wider school community all working together 
to create a culture that promotes the 
academic, social and emotional wellbeing of 
the children. They genuinely care about our 
school and the people within it. 

T h ro u g h a c o m m o n u n d e r s t a n d i n g , 
behaviours and expectations have become 
normalised; ‘It's the way we do things around 
here".  

There is a relaxed feel to the school, with our 
children able to climb trees, build huts and 
play Bullrush.  

Children are taking risks in a controlled 
environment and are developing a better 
understanding of their own personal 
boundaries. And yes, we do have injuries and 
yes, these activities do undoubtedly cause 
conflict and arguments. And yes, when the 
great hut wars break out, we do at times have 
to intervene.  

What should not be underestimated however 
is the learning that is taking place through the 
simple act of say, building a hut. Children are 
collaborating with their peers, they are 
learning to cooperate, while their technical, 
creative and conflict resolution skills all being 
developed. Long may it last! 

Once again many thanks for all your support, 
it is greatly appreciated. I hope you have a 
safe and enjoyable holiday and I look forward 
to seeing you all again in term 3.  Ka kite anō.   
Stuart Bennett,  
Acting Principal

Omata Play-Group 
The Omata Play-group for pre-

schoolers is held every Thursday from 
9-11am in the hall during term time. 



I would like to start with a big thanks to Ann, Toni, and the team of bakers and volunteers for your amazing contribution to 
the Friday lunches. I know these are an end of week highlight for my kids and also myself, as a day off preparing lunch 
boxes. It appears to me this Autumn and early Winter  have had consistently better weather days than our ‘so called’ 
Summer.  This has meant the children have had a lot more opportunity for outdoor play and prompted the school to invest 
in a new slide for the playground, as the old one had seen better days.  The H&S committee were happy to be able to 
donate the funds for this valuable purchase and also $200 per class for wet weather games. We have also pledged funds 
to buy a compost bin and worm farm for the Orchard project. We welcomed Teresa Goodin as a new member to our 
committee and would like to extend an invitation to any other parents wishing to be involved in any way to join our next 

ROOM 1 
Another term has flown by and I have been 
very impressed with the enthusiasm the 
children have towards their learning. In literacy 
we have been writing in a range of styles with 
the focus being on using precise language to 
give a clear picture to the reader. 
The children have further developed their 
multiplication and division by using arrays. 
Ruma Tui have begun using an app called ‘See 
Saw’ to collect and explain the learning they 
have been doing in the classroom. They are 
doing this by using photos, videos, writing 
comments or recording a statement. Our 
‘Learning and Growing’ has continued and the 
children have completed surveys to find out 
what fruit they wanted in our orchard. They 
then created designs for the orchard and 
passed this information on to the orchard 
group. We also created some amazing mosaic 
stump art which we sold to help raise funds for 
the orchard. This term we have enjoyed having 
Whea Moana in to teach us Te Reo and prepare 
for our Marae visit. Have a safe and happy 
break. 
Regards Vicky 
ROOM 2 
It has been an absolute pleasure to spend a 
term in Ruma Rua and to be part of a 
collaborative and motivated group of learners.  
Our orchard study lent itself perfectly to 
integrated learning with reading research, 
investigating new terminology, imaginative and 
persuasive writing, design and lots of practical 
mathematics, which focused on measurement 
in all its forms. The "fruity" baking was an 
added treat! Thanks for the parental support 
there. With an emphasis on keeping learning 
fun, we have confidently performed plays to an 
audience and have begun the intricate art of 
various forms of weaving where accurate 
measurement once again plays a big part, with 
fantastic results. This also ties in nicely with our 
Oakura Marae experience. It is always 
rewarding to see any form of learning have a 
purpose and to see children taking ownership. 
 I shall continue to enjoy my contact with this 
enthusiastic group of young students 
throughout the year. 
Regards Ann  

ROOM 3 
The orchard topic has created so many diverse 
learning activities in Room 3 this term. From 
measuring the site, developing knowledge of 
plant groupings and creating scale plans to 
studying beneficial bugs for pest control in the 
garden, building bug hotels and using the 
language of advertising to market the hotels.  
In mathematics we have persevered to learn 
our times tables and then apply our knowledge 
to real life problems. Reading has been centred 
around our research of the environment. Winter 
sport and the Inter-school competition have 
provided the perfect opportunity to practice 
our passing and catching skills as well as 
switching on our hippocampus (memory part of 
our brain) ready for learning first thing in the 
morning. Enjoy your winter break. 
Regards Jemma 
ROOM 4 
The Omata Orchard rich topic provided an 
excellent opportunity for learning across the 
curriculum. It began with visiting the Life 
Education truck where we learned how 
important trees are, by providing us with 
oxygen to live. We investigated parts of a tree, 
and were able to classify fruit and non-fruit. We 
looked at the map of the proposed orchard site 
and in collaborative groups designed an 
orchard plan. The criteria was for each group 
member to come up with a good idea and be 
able explain why that was necessary in an 
orchard. In Mathematics we used fruit to 
investigate fractions, 1/2 and 1/4. The fun part 
was being able to eat our 'maths' at the end. In 
visual and written learning the children 
designed and drew some amazing tree houses 
and wrote about their ideas.  The best part of 
this orchard project for the Year 1 students is 
that they will be able to reap the benefit of all 
this learning process in a few years time when 
the orchard is productive. Mrs Norris and the 
'Agency' are off on holiday, and we hope you 
have a relaxing break as well.  
Regards Viv 
ROOM 5 
The orchard development has continued to 
give us some great learning opportunities.  
Harold the Giraffe visited us and we learned 
about oxygen, carbon dioxide and the way 
trees produce oxygen, relating this to our 
orchard.  We have grown some seeds and are 
observing and measuring their growth.  In 
Ruma Rima, we are enjoying our independent 
learning centres to enhance our learning and 
creativity. We can choose from activities like 
box construction, art, play dough, model 
construction, hammering nails into stumps, 
sewing, and imaginary play. Through the use of 
an app called See-Saw, we are able to record 
our own photos and videos of our learning. 
This has been a great learning tool. 

Whaea Moana visits weekly to help us with Te 
Reo and she prepared us for the Oakura Marae 
visit. Through the use of waiata we are 
increasing our knowledge of Te Reo. To give us 
authentic reasons to write, we designed and 
sent postcards home for Mother’s Day and 
recently, we participated in New Zealand Snail 
Mail Day. We all wrote and sent a letter to 
someone we know in New Zealand. Greg, the 
postie, made a special visit to collect our 
letters. We learned that letters cost money to 
send and that they need a stamp and an 
address! Enjoy your holidays. 
Regards Kelly 
ROOM 6 
Our major learning focus for term 2 has been 
‘Growing the Omata Orchard.’ This has 
provided us with a real context to build our 
class learning programme around. My own 
experience tells me clearly that real contexts 
generate more complex and long term learning 
outcomes, because it enables a more 
constructivist and collaborative teaching 
approach. I am personally quite excited about 
the orchard project as I believe that creating 
such a learning and living space is a genuine 
investment for our future students. In a way it 
complements our bush reserve perfectly, giving 
students both sides of the coin about caring for 
our environment. Being involved in a project 
like this our students are probably realising for 
the first time that it is we humans who define 
what our immediate living environment might 
be like. The students have really enjoyed the 
design process and to have their ideas 
seriously considered and respected by the 
orchard design team gave them a buzz and a 
sense of being part of something bigger. 
Thanks Bena for your vision, energy and the 
sense of excitement that you have brought into 
the classroom. 
Regards Pat 
ROOM 7 
The children have really enjoyed our ‘Learning 
and Growing’ study and can’t wait to see the 
orchard come to fruition. They have learnt a lot 
about garden design and how vines, bushes 
and trees can all benefit from one another. We 
all had wonderful thoughts about what our 
orchard may look like and and were very 
inspired by Bena’s designs as they incorporated 
many of the student’s ideas. 
In numeracy we have been doing lots of 
multiplication. This leads on to the family of 
facts and division, sharing objects equally. We 
will be doing lots of learning with objects and 
relating it to everyday experiences. After our 
amazing marae trip we will be looking at a 
variety of Maori legends and collaborating in 
groups to produce some inspiring art. 
Enjoy your holiday with your family,  
Regards Bridgit  
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