
That was it folks, if you weren't careful you would have missed it, summer that is, and along with summer we bid 
farewell to term one.  Our school pool was once again in full swing for those few swimmable days and we must all 
thank the special team of volunteers that keep it in pristine condition.  
I welcome all new families to our wonderful school and hope you have enjoyed your first term here at Omata school. 
At our most recent board meeting Stuart Bennett presented a curriculum report on reading.  This was a good 
opportunity for board members to see how our students are performing across a range of different assessments.  This 
gives the board the ability to reflect on groups of students that are being tracked and see the progress that has been 
made.  It is always very pleasing to see the great progress made by all our children. When setting new targets and 
goals for our students we are mindful that all students need challenging to reach their full potential and not just target 
groups.  We bid bon voyage to Karen Brisco for next term as she is on a sabbatical, gaining knowledge and skills to 

bring back to our school to enhance the student journey through Omata school. Mr Stuart Bennett will step into the role of Principal for next 
term.  I am sure that Stuart will do a fine job in the absence of Karen Brisco.  Remember communication is the key. 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy easter break. I look forward to seeing you all on your return for term two. 
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2017

What’s on Top? 
Tena Koutou E Hoa Ma 
This first term is always extremely busy as we 
try to capture events and outside experiences 
into every fine day. Despite the lousy weather 
in the holidays, the term has been rather 
good. We managed to fit in daily swimming, 
athletics, triathlon, beach education, orchard 
visits, rippa rugby, swimming displays and our 
parent information evenings. The 3D 
conference days attracted all the rain at once 
so thanks for braving the downpours to discuss 
your child’s progress. 
We have welcomed several new families to the 
school recently, with many more to come in 
during the year. Kia ora koutou katoa. I hope 
that your initial school experience has been a 
positive one. Please never hesitate to contact 
the teachers about any queries or concerns 
and give feedback as to how your child is 
f i nd ing schoo l . Commun ica t ion and 
partnership is vital for our students, so that  
they understand we are all working together to 
help them become successful learners. We aim 
for 100% attendance at our parent, teacher, 
child, 3D conferences and while a few will 
happen on different days, we have achieved 
that. 

In term two we welcome assistance on 
Thursday mornings from volunteers with the 
Rotary Reading scheme. Also look out for 
Harold’s truck in week one as we begin Life 
Education. Our rich topic, ‘Learning and 
Growing’, continues through the first part of 
next term and we will hold an open session to 
celebrate and share the learning with you. 
Our Oakura Marae Visit will be on the 2nd 
June. We always look forward to a great hangi 
lunch and some rich learning with our tutors. 
Please join us for this cultural experience, 
particularly if you have never been to a Marae 
before. Moana Te Waaka will be back to teach 
Te Reo in classes next term and alongside this 
some children have opted to learn French with 
Dominique. Learning a second language can 
increase the size of your brain. This is what 
scientists discovered when they used brain 
scans to monitor what happens when 
someone learns a second language. They 
found that people who speak more than one 
language fluently have better memories and 
are more cognitively creative and mentally 
flexible than monolinguals. The good news is 
that even if you start learning a second 
language later in life the benefits still hold! 

While I am on sabbatical, I am handing the 
reigns over to Stuart and I am sure that he will 
have a successful and interesting experience 
as acting principal in my absence. I leave you 
with this Whakataukī: 

Tangata ako ana i te kāenga, te tūranga 
ki te marae, tau ana 

 
A person nurtured in the community 

contributes strongly to society 

Thank you all for your part in supporting and 
cultivating our superb Omata Community for 
the benefit of all our children and their futures. 
Ka Kite Ano  
Karen Brisco, Principal

Omata Play-Group 
Sandra invites all Omata School pre-

schoolers and parents to play-group held 
every Thursday in the hall during term time. 

Lead Ambassadors 2017  
Eden, Annie, Reef and Joshua 



Term one has just flown by, it doesn't feel that long since we were attending the family Information evening and 
sausage sizzle in week two. This was my first fundraising event as the new chairperson for the Home & School and what 
a great starting experience! I would like to thank the outgoing members of the committee. Tania Kilian who stepped 
down as secretary, this position has been kindly taken on by Kylie Gunn and also Rachel Alford who after four years 
commitment stepped down as Chairperson. Luckily she is still a familiar face on the committee along with Toni and 
Paula. As we are only a small group we would greatly welcome any parents who would be keen to join us and get 
involved.  
The donations and resources we are able to supply are of a huge help to all the students and are fundraised over and 
above the Ministry funding the school receives.  
In our first Home and School meeting we donated an additional gazebo which was utilised by the students who took 
part in the Weet-bix Tryathlon. I cannot finish without thanking the amazing Ann who coordinates the Friday lunches, 
her regular helpers and dedicated bakers who supply the yummy food each week. 
Hope you all enjoy your Easter holiday break.

Ruma Tahi 
Well the first term is nearly over already. The 
children and I have settled into Ruma Tui and 
are enjoying learning together.  
In literacy we have been focussing on using 
descriptive language. The children have written 
recounts and poems practicing their new skills. 
In numeracy the chi ldren have been 
developing strategies for solving addition and 
subtraction problems.  
The ‘natural world’ is a science strand of the 
New Zealand Curriculum and will be the focus 
for our rich topic ‘Learning & Growing’ which is 
now underway. We began by identifying what 
an orchard was and what we might find in an 
orchard. Next term our study will continue 
more in-depth through identifying possible 
sites for the orchard, learning about what fruit 
trees would be best suited for the chosen sites 
and finally designing a plan. 
Regards Vicky Aylward 

Ruma Rua 
It has been a fantastic start to the year and it is 
wonderful to see the children actively 
supporting and encouraging one another with 
their learning. Our focus this term has been on 
‘learning to learn’ and looking at the exciting 
project of setting up an Omata orchard.  
For maths we have focused on learning the 
different mental strategies for solving problems 
and we are now looking at the more traditional 
method of using algorithms. The children’s self-
portraits, along with some of their wonderful 
writing is on the walls, so please feel free to 
come in and have a look. I hope you all have a 
wonderful holiday and I look forward to 
catching up in term two.   
Regards Stuart Bennett 
Ruma Toru 
It’s always a highlight to hear “Oh, I get it now” 
when children are learning a new concept or 
strategy and Ruma Toru is certainly proving to 
be the place for this phrase. Children have 
developed their growth mindsets and are 
taking on challenges or difficult learning with 
determination.  The enthusiasm is catchy and  

has led us on many different learning journeys 
this term. In mathematics, we have focused on 
different addition and subtraction strategies.  
The reading focus of building deeper 
understanding is evident in group discussions 
about text. Our writing has covered a range of 
genre, starting with poetry, moving to mihi and 
persuasive pieces about the orchard and 
finishing with scientific explanations of 
photosynthesis. Add swimming, athletics, rippa 
rugby and the triathlon and I guess that 
explains how quickly the term went by. 
Regards Jemma Glasgow 
Ruma Whā 
Well, Term 1 in Ruma Kiwi has not really gone 
as expected. It started off with a small class, 
perfect for the new learners to adjust to school, 
feel comfortable and begin the process of how 
we learn to learn. What was supposed to be a 
wonderful time for me down in Queenstown to 
see my new granddaughter ended up with a 
freak accident involving a runaway boat trailer.  
I sustained rib injuries and a gash to my head.  
I know Wendy Sander and Ann Wester have 
been wonderful in my absence, carrying on the 
regular programme and transitioning the new 
students. I look forward to returning in Term 2. 
Regards Viv Norris 
Ruma Rima 
We have made a great start to the year and are 
learning and growing together everyday. 
In Ruma Rima we love to write. We are 
becoming independent writers and learning 
new ways to make our writing interesting to 
others.  
Our maths is based around an imaginary 
‘Number Agency’, using drama to enhance 
mathematical learning. Belinda the Bee, from 
the agency, sends us problems to solve and 
missions to try. We are becoming thoughtful 
problem solvers and we use our ‘maths eyes’ to 
see the maths all around us. 
When reading, we use drama to help us 
become expressive readers.  We enjoy acting 
out the stories we read as this helps improve 
our understanding too. 
We have recently started Discovery Time which 
allows us to develop our social skills through 
activities like construction, crafts, games and 
imaginary play. 

We are able to have thoughtful discussions, 
putting forward our ideas and justifying our 
thinking. We recently discussed the question 
‘Why was Greedy Cat so greedy?’ This led to 
some wonderful talk and deeper thinking. 
Our rich topic has been ‘Learning and 
Growing’. We enjoyed watching our tadpoles 
develop into frogs and learned about life 
cycles. We also explored an inspiring orchard.  
Regards Kelly Madden 

Ruma Ono 
One new direction we are taking this year is to 
explore ideas in a more philosophical way. 
When the students were posed the question, 
‘Is fact more important than opinion?’ I was 
delighted by the depth of their wisdom, the 
general class consensus was that facts needed 
opinions and opinions need facts, something 
noticeably absent in the thinking of many 
supposedly wiser high profile people out in the 
wider world.  
Early on in the term we completed our eight 
intensive swimming sessions at the Aquatic 
Centre with a particular focus on life saving 
skills. As usual instruction for the swimming 
programme was ably given by Mrs Julie 
Neilson, whose ability to analyse and tidy up 
individual student’s swimming strokes and then 
challenge students to do more, is greatly 
appreciated. Julie did note that this year’s  Year 
7 and 8 group were the most consistently 
capable group she had ever worked with from 
Omata School.  
Regards Pat Murphy 

Ruma Whitu 
All of us are enjoying our new learning space in 
Ruma Whitu. At the beginning of the year we 
looked at ‘Learning to Learn’, identifying how 
we learn best and what helps us with our 
learning. We want to build a strong team spirit 
in our class so have been participating in a 
variety of collaborative activities that help 
develop and enhance friendships. 
In mathematics, our first topic was statistics 
where we gathered and displayed data in a 
variety of ways. The students improved their 
interpretation skills, discussing the data and 
comparing results. We are now focusing on 
different strategies for addition and subtraction 
and also place value with larger numbers. 
After our orchard trip last month, we are 
gathering ideas to begin our orchard designs. 
Thank you for your contributions with the home 
learning. It is wonderful to have whanau 
involvement. 
Regards Bridgit Barleyman 
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